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Kauai Film Academy: What began as a Film Club has grown into a Film Program 
 
Kauai Film Academy is a federally recognized 501(3)c non-profit organization founded in 2010 that 
provides Professional Filmmaking Training and Creative Filmmaking Opportunities for the youth of Kauai. 
At Kauai Film Academy we develop student stories and experiences, provide technical job-specific 
classroom training and on-set professional experience with industry standard equipment, and produce 
student-driven films from development to distribution. We give students on Kauai that rare chance to 
experience what is required to implement, develop, and produce a professional narrative film.  
 

The mission of Kauai Film Academy is to provide Professional Filmmaking Training 
and Creative Filmmaking Opportunities for the youth of Kauai. 

 

Since the beginning we have served as an incubator for the development of student driven films that focus 
on issues teens are struggling with such as suicide, cyber-bullying, social & parental pressure, 
relationships, adapting to an online world, and drug & alcohol abuse. Our students have the freedom and 
support to express themselves through narrative films, documentaries, and music videos. Every year we 
have expanded our ability to channel that expression by increasing our student outreach, number of 
instructors, level of commitment from our community partners, and our production facilities.  
 

Our training is free to the youth of Kauai because of the generosity of our volunteer professional 
instructors, community partners, and generous grantors.    

 

Our program averages 40-50 students participating per semester (Fall, Spring, Summer) learning 
professional filmmaking basics and job-specific professional filmmaking skills such as Electrician, Grip, 
Production Assistant, or Cinematographer. The number of students increases as we move into the 
production phase of our projects. As an example, approximately 65 students participated in the 
development, training, and production of What's Not Said our first professional narrative short film. 
Because of the scope of our island-wide training program, the public interest in filmmaking, the need for 
more youth driven creative outlets on Kauai, and the continuing integration of STEM programs within the 
Department of Education, we believe our Academy attendance will continue to increase training up to 
150-175 students per year.  
 

The population that benefits from our program are youth ages 12-17, recent High School graduates, 
volunteer professional instructors, and our partnered volunteer community members and businesses that 
provide a shared sense of purpose for our community and critical in-kind products and services required 
for our program to succeed. Our students come from every public high school on Kauai in addition to 
Island School, Kapaa Middle School, Cheifess Kamakahelei Middle School, Kalaheo Elementary, Alternative 
Education Programs, and Home School. Our students range from highly motivated, high achieving 
students to students that have dropped out of our schooling system. Our program is for all students not 
just the highest achieving students. There is a professional filmmaking job skill for everyone. There is a 
place for everyone at Kauai Film Academy. 
 
Website   www.kauaifilmacademy.org   

Youtube   www.youtube.com/kauaimadefilms   

Photos  https://www.flickr.com/photos/142192270@N02/albums  


